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Expert tips for designing
with fancy colour diamonds

By Llyn L. Strelau

n the early days of my career, | turned up my
nose at diamonds. The way | saw it, they were
just horing white things that were way too
expensive and had none of the interest | appreciated

in coloured gemstones.

Naturally, T soon got over my snobbishness,
as I discovered their many advantages, thanks
to their durability and hardness, not to mention
their beauty when cut well. Today, diamonds are
a major part of my repertoire. When [ discovered
not all diamonds are white, it was the best of all
possible worlds—the combination of the positive
qualities of diamond with the beauty of colour!

Of course, natural fancy colour diamonds are
extremely rare. Famous stones like the Dresden
Green, the Hope Diamond, and the Hancock Red
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€€ Coloured diamonds offer many opportunities for the creative jeweller. Larger
stones as the focal point of a design or pavé-set melee to provide visual support
for the main stone offer effective use of coloured diamonds. Both contrasting
and complementary combinations can increase these gems’ impact.’)’)

are the talk of legends. Despite this, coloured diamonds
were, up until 30 years or so, the near-secret passion of
savvy collectors, underappreciated by the general public
or most of the industry, for that matter.

About the time I was getting started as a jeweller, the
Argyle Mine in Australia came into full production.
Although the rare and very desirable pink and red stones
to come out of it were (and still are) bevond the reach
of most people, cleverly Rio Tinto began promoting
the much more plentiful brown-tone diamonds that
were the bulk of the Argyle production, dubbing them
‘champagne’ diamonds. This infused glamour into
brown diamonds—which were previously only a step

above their industrial counterparts—and so began
the love affair with coloured diamonds. For my part,
T was immediately fascinated by the subtle and delicate
lighter shades, and especially fond of the richer and
more saturated cognac and chocolate stones, especially
when they exhibited a hint of deep red.

In more recent years, consumers have become more
aware of coloured diamonds and their desirability.
Celebrity engagement rings and coloured diamonds
in mainstream jewellery have increased interest
not only for well-priced earth-tone stones, but also
fancy vellows, and to a lesser extent, the vastly more
expensive fancy pinks and even rarer blues, greens,

Build with confidence.

You have exacting requirements. So do your customers.
Allow them to see and feel every detail of your custom

designs with DWS rapid-prototyping .

- Captures your design precisely,

inside and out.

« Super-fine layers are smooth,
with minimal “stair-stepping.”

riogrande.com 800.870.0111

- Additive manufacturing creates
a micron-sharp piece in about 1/3 the time.

| Let us show you! Send us one of your
STL files and we'll build your model,
:U-'E so the proof is right in your hands.
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